Travellers in India

tke Maldives, and the castaways were thrown
upon the islands in a semi-starved condition.*
Twelve men stole a boat and succeeded in
making Quilon, only to be immediately con-
signed to the galleys of the Portuguese. Six
weeks after the wreck the captain died: In the
end four alone remained of the forty who had
been thrown on the islands. Among them was
Pyrard de Laval.

The castaways had, in the meantime, been
made captive by the natives, but, save for the
loss of their liberty, were not inhumanely
treated. Pyrard came off best of all. He studied
the Maldive language and social institutions,
and gathered the store of facts which he
afterwards embodied in the first volume of his
book,t which remains an authority on the
Maldives to this day. In February, 1607, after
the Frenchmen had endured over four years'
captivity, an expedition, attracted by the
hope of obtaining the Corbin's cannon, ar-
rived at Male from Chittagong, which, after
attacking and killing the native sultan, seized
Pyrard and his companions, and carried them
to Chittagong. On their arrival there, the

* The fate of the Croissant was more delayed, but almost equally dis-
astrous. It reached Achin, July 24,1602, and left November 20 of the same
year. Rounding the Cape after a terrible storm, it reached St Helena
March 3. Off Cape Finisterre the ship foundered, but not before the
famished crew and part of the cargo had been taken on board by three
Flemish ships coming from Venice. See Martin, Description du premier
voyage faict aux Indes Orientates par les Franfois,

t Foyage dsFranfois Pyrard de Laval, etc. Paris, 1619.
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